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Participant information   
 
Abdulcadir Ahmed Said is a Somali born filmmaker, producer, screenwriter, 
cinematographer and editor. He currently resides in Cape Town, South Africa where he 
is a lecturer and educator for the Arts & Ubuntu Trust for the South African Arts Past 
and Present. His highly acclaimed short film Geedka nolosha, or Tree of Life, has won 
numerous awards including the Prize of the City of Torino in the Best International 
Short Film Competition at the Torino International Festival of Young Cinema. 
  
Cllr Rakhia Ismail is an elected Labour Party councillor for the Holloway ward in the 
London Borough of Islington and is currently serving as the Mayor of Islington. She is 
the first female Somali-born Mayor in the UK, and served as the Deputy Mayor of 
Islington in 2018/19. She was born in Somalia and grew up in the UAE and Somalia 
before coming to live in London as a refugee in the 1980s. She was elected to Islington 
Council in 2012. Cllr Rakhia is a committed grassroots campaigner on many issues, 
including anti-racism, tackling knife crime and the criminal exploitation of young 
people.  
  
Magid Magid is a British-Somali activist and politician who served as the Lord Mayor of 
Sheffield from May 2018 to May 2019. He is the first Somali, the youngest-ever, and 
the first Green Party councillor to hold the role. In May 2019, he was elected to the 
European Parliament as Green Party MEP for Yorkshire and the Humber. Born in 
Somaliland, Magid came as a child refugee to Britain in 1994. He grew up in Sheffield, 
and studied Aquatic Zoology at the University of Hull. He was elected as a Green Party 
councillor for Sheffield City Council in 2016. From 2017 to 2018, he served as Deputy 
Lord Mayor.  

Naima Haile has spent most of her professional life advocating for equality and social 
justice for vulnerable groups and marginalized populations in Canada. She is the co-
founder of Balan-Baalis Creative Solutions, an organisation providing free art programs 
for refugee children/youth in Edmonton, Canada. Recently she embarked on founding 
the first Somali Museum in Canada, located in her hometown Edmonton, in order to 
compliment the dynamic multicultural landscape of the city.  
 
Yusra Warsama is an actor, writer and theatre practitioner. She grew up in Manchester 
and has also toured the UK as a poet and spoken word artist. She was part of the 
national poetry residency Incubate. She is the co-author of the play, Rites, about issues 
surrounding female genital mutilation. She has acted in series such as Castle Rock and 
the BBC's Our Girl.  
  
Hoda Hashi (Ina’Xaashi) is a UK based Writer, lawyer and diraac designer. She is 
known for using traditional Somali clothing, specifically the dirac, to explore ideas of 
culture and belonging. 
  
Ayan Elmi is a spoken word Artist and activist. She is studying politics and economics 
and is the founder of @somaliainaminute. She is actively involved in seeking solutions 
for the betterment of Somalis both in the diaspora and back home, with the motto ‘Dal 
Walba Dadkiisa aya Dhiisa’. 


